ITEM 9 FROM GFA TECHNICAL NOTE FOR STD CIRRUS:  AN 80  ISSUE 5

Installation of an access hatch for the connection of the l'Hotellier couplings.

This modification is strongly recommended by the GFA as it allows easy access to the control connections reducing the possibility of incorrectly assembled controls.

Assembly Method

a)
Mark out the hole dimensions and locations shown in Figure 1

b)
Using the fuselage outer skin as a mould, laminate a 2.5 mm thick fibreglass plate over the area where the cut-out will be made.  This will be cut to shape and used as the reinforcing doubler.

c)
Cut out the panel, taking care not to damage it, as it will be used as the cover. (use a fine jig saw)

d)
Cut the doubler to shape and glue it into place.

e)
Glue the metal plate to the cover and install a Dzus fastener to retain the cover.

Installation of this modification must be done by persons rated for Minor Repairs - FRP.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - end of quote from AN80 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NOTES: 
My Std Cirrus has a spring ball catch to retain the hatch cover rather than the Dzus fastener.  This looks better, as nothing shows on the outer surface, and no tool is needed to open the hatch - just a tap from inside with the fingers of the left hand.


If you are worried about the hatch coming open in flight, the joint can be sealed with the usual wing root sealing tape.  (I haven't found it to be necessary)


I suggest using the largest dimensions for the hatch. Gives more room for manoeuvring your hand and arm.

John Giddy
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FIGURE 3 HATCH DIMENSIONS





